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very good suggestion and so the committee added that individual. 
And then, much to my embarrassment really, I had not thought of 
putting teens on the committee that do the final judging. The 
suggestion was made and I also supported that, so we add four 
teens, one from each size school district, onto the committee. 
We eliminate the sunset because we require a review and allow 
statewide... the statewide implementation of the projects and 
reduce the amount transferred to the fund and clarify the 
transfers. One criticism had been that we did not have an 
evaluation piece in the bill, and so we also added an evaluation 
piece. We...the language limiting applications to years through 
2002, and the language limiting the selection of winners to 
years through 2003 is eliminated and that is because there will 
be a review and evaluation in place of that. A requirement is 
added for the department to conduct a review of the project 
before December 31, 2003, which will be submitted to the
Governor and Legislature with any recommendations. The
geographic implementation areas are expanded to include an 
option for a statewide implementation area. And clarification 
is added that the selection of winners is regulated by both the 
bill and rules and regulation adopted to implement the bill. It 
allows the department to adopt more comprehensive rules and 
regulations to implement the program, and the oversight and 
administration of the sponsorship awards is transferred from the 
Coordinating Commission to the department. What we have tried 
to do is when I've heard from some individuals any of their 
concerns, we've tried to respond and make...and be flexible in 
working with people. I'll be interested in hearing from any 
concerns from any of you. I know that the Health Committee will 
have concerns about using the interest money from the Tobacco 
Settlement Fund. But I'll tell you I believe those are state 
funds, and I...I believe that each one of us represents 
approximately 32,000 people. And I think it is absolutely 
appropriate that we, and I hope a majority of us can pass 
legislation that has a statewide implications with the state 
funds. These are state funds. And I know that the council that 
has been created will have a large amount of work before them, a 
great deal that they're going to have to dedicate themselves to. 
I just see this as one vehicle of something we can put our stamp 
on as a Legislature and say that we come out of this session 
with something that absolutely is targeted to help prevent teen 
tobacco smoking. And with that, Nr. President, members. I'll be
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